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Elders

Mack Jones—267-3090

Brett LeTourneau—706-2192

Mike Souza— 674-2268

Ron Walton—706-4885

Secretary

Amanda Stutsman—559-674-5203

Pastor

Michael G. Stipe—559-259-6879

(2017 Shepherding lists are posted.
Call your elder when there is a need.)

The Other Half of
the Verse!

Most of us as followers are familiar with
James 4:7: Resist the devil, and he will
flee. It was most likely spoken out of
context. It is like the cartoon image of a
devil on one shoulder and an angel on
the other. It is simply wrong. While
resisting the devil is great advice it is
only half of the advice James gives us.

Here is all of James 4:7
– Submit yourselves,
then, to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee
from you. With both
halves attached, we find
there is something that
must be done before any
attempt is made to resist
the devil. The all-
important prerequisite
James gives (submit to
God) makes it possible to resist the devil

Here is another one. But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
Acts 1:8

What is the common denominator in
these two? The half we typically forget
tends to be the most important half. We

tend to be familiar with the parts that
require avoiding negative behavior in our
own strength but miss the parts that are
of God. We easily become legalistic and
proud about what we’re not doing. Yet
all of the while struggling to do the
things of God without the power of God.
And this always fails.

Essentially, we have forgotten the most
important half of the verse.

We forget the part about submitting to
God, and try really hard to resist the

devil in our own strength.
We forget the part about
the power of the Holy
Spirit and try really hard
to proclaim Christ in our
own strength.

All of this can leave us
wondering what is going
wrong, because we are
honestly trying, and
honestly failing. It is

because the hope, the truth and the
strength we need are found in the other
half of the verse. And it tells us to stop
trying on our own.

Use both halves and find your hope,
strength and trust in our God and not in
yourself.

I will see you Sunday!
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Fearfully and Wonderfully
Made

When I adopted Jacques, a mystery
surrounded him. Where did he come

from? How old was he, really? What mix
of breeds made him look so adorable? But most
importantly, who would ever throw away such an
intelligent, affectionate, beautiful companion? He had
an immediate bond with me. I was able to push aside
all of these unanswered questions and move forward
with him, realizing that he is a gift from God. Later,
Maisey came along. Shortly after bringing her home, I
noticed in her paperwork that I had adopted her under
her third impound number. Two families before me
had rescued her from the shelter and returned her or
failed to get her out when she got loose. This broke
my heart. As I discovered the scope and depth of her
challenging behaviors, including digging out of the
yard and running away, I could see that she was going
to need a little more training than Jacques did. At the
same time, there was a mystery surrounding her.

Seeing evidence of past abuse, I wondered who hurt
her and what they did. Why did she keep trying to run
away? How did she learn to show that cheesy smile?
Maisey is also a gift from God. As I unwrap these
gifts, I learn more about myself and more about God.

Then I brought home a human girl. While there is
mystery in her past, there is even bigger mystery
within her. In trying to unwrap this gift from God, I
remember Psalm 139. God knows every thought that
this child has, and he understands the inner workings
of her mind. I must admit that I become perplexed
when I do what a certain parenting book tells me to
do, but the outcome is not what the book says it will
be. That’s because she is a unique creation, unlike any
other child. Nobody except her Heavenly Father
knows how her mind works or what she is thinking.
This is amazing.

“I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully
made; marvelous are Your works, and that my soul
knows very well.” – Psalm 139:14

~Melissa

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES

Greg & Vicki Syverson
CMF International — Mexico

Scott & Anelle Price
CMF International — Tanzania

Vince & Gretta Payne
Panama Mission Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. Yoon Kwon Chae
Korea Gospel Mission

Champions For Tomorrow
Clovis, CA

American Indian Christian Missions

Doors of Hope

Madera Community Food Bank

Madera Rescue Mission

Madera Love INC

Discover more information on the
missions we support on our
website: www.maderafcc.org

Calling all superheroes! That means you!
Do you consider yourself a superhero? No, I’m not talking

about Batman, Spiderman, or Superman, but a real true superhero!
Heroes come in all different shapes and sizes, and that is what the
center of this year’s VBS will be all about! We are taking the excite-
ment of being a superhero, because who does not want to be a su-
perhero, and using that to “Do good! Seek Peace and Go after it!”*
That is why we need people like YOU to help with this awesome
and exciting new adventure!

God has created us uniquely with different heroic gifts that
can be used in a great number of ways. With “Hero Central” we
need people to help children discover their strength in God through
Bible stories, missions, crafts, games, science activities, and music!
Even if you do not see your gift in this, we can still use you for a
number of other great and beneficial ways; not just for this church
but for the kingdom of God. VBS can be a critical time for students
growing up. Especially, as the norm is not to go to church, we need
to strive more and more to fight to make this place like Jesus. So if
you feel led to spread the word through this exciting and powerful
VBS, teaching God’s children what their strength is in God, do not
hesitate to contact me! We will be so excited to have you on board,
or find a spot for you! :)

-Love and blessings, Katie



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Anniversaries

9 Dennis & Terri

McMonigal

Birthdays

3 Scott Stutsman

16 Willivee Wright

19 Zandra Navarro

20 Frankie Letourneau

23 Betty Smith

1 2

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

3 4

Men’s Breakfast—7:30am

@Perkos

Women’s Breakfast—8am

@Robin Walton’s home

Elder’s Meeting—9am

Board Meeting—10am

5

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

6 7

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

8

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

9

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

10 11

12

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

13 14

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

15 16

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

17 18

19

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

20 21

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

22

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

23

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

24 25

SPRING-SPRUCE

UP DAY @ FCC

8:00 AM

26

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

27 28

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

29 30

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

31



Calendar Connecting PointsCalendar Connecting PointsCalendar Connecting Points

There are now four emphases in prayer that are open
to you as a part of our church family.

The FCC Prayer Team meets each Sunday morning in
Pastor Mike’s office at 8:45 to seek God and prayer
walk the church facility.

Prayer Hosts are available during the service to pray
specifically with you and for you.

The Intercessory Prayer Ministry meets Tuesdays from
6:30-7:30 PM to lift up our church family.

House Of Prayer is an
inter-church group
which meets Thursday
mornings from 6:00-
7:00.

The only thing missing
is you!

from ramona . . . Luke 24:49 NIV

I am going to send you what my Father has
promised; but stay in the city until you have been

clothed with power from on high."

When Jesus was about to leave, this was part of the
instruction He gave His followers. To wait in Jerusalem.
The word literally means to sit down. Sort of like taking a
time out. What the disciples understood from His words
was to wait in prayer. They did not know how long it would
take for the promised Spirit to descend and they obeyed.
They spent the time together in Jerusalem and in prayer.
Ten days later, because about 120 persons obeyed and
prayed, all Heaven broke loose in Jerusalem. The result;
true Salvation flowed through the streets of Jerusalem as
the people cried out, “What must we do to be saved?”.
Boom, baby! That flood of life-giving salvation filled
Jerusalem and overflowed to the rest of the world
because a small group of followers believed what Jesus

said and obeyed Him. They prayed.

This month the Tuesday night prayer group begins
to intercede for those who will attend the

simulcast. You actually need to be a part of
this. There is great power in the joining

together of God's people to agree in unity
to seek His will. Who knows what He will

do when we obey?

After Jesus, prayer is the

foundation upon which

is built the dynamic

work of God.

-Anonymous

CWF Breakfast—Saturday, March4th
at 8am @ the home of Robin Walton

2805 Willow Drive

Pastor Mike continues with
the series on Joseph mov-

ing into his life as the
NUMBER-TWO man in all
of Egypt. Read ahead in

Genesis 42-49.

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, March 4th
@ Perkos—7:30 AM

The Elders meeting follows at 9:00 AM in
Pastor Mike’s Office

Registration forms are in foyer or on the church
web site. (maderafcc.org) Register early!

SPRING CLEANING
@ FCC—8 AM

SATURDAY MARCH 25th

(We’ll be getting our facility spruced
up for Easter and the Simulcast.)


